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KITTEN SEASON IS HERE!
Every spring, or as we call it, - “Kitten Season”,
the Guelph Humane Society gets numerous
calls about orphaned kittens needing our help!
Kitten season occurs because of the large
number of unaltered cats (not spayed or
neutered), giving birth to kittens as they start to
free-roam more with the warmer weather. The
kittens that come into our care range from a few
hours old, known as neonatal kittens, to a few
weeks old, known as pediatric kittens.
Depending on the ages of the kittens, they have
different care requirements, and these can
change drastically, if the kittens are orphaned
(without their mother).
WHAT TO DO IF YOU FOUND A KITTEN!
Call the Guelph Humane Society: We are here to help! We can help you with any further steps.
Assess the Nest: It’s always important to assess the kitten’s situation before removing it from its
environment. For example, a kitten’s best chance for thriving is with its mother. Promptly removing it from
where it was found may separate the mom and her kittens.
Get Them Warm and Dry: The most important and beneficial thing you can do for kittens is to dry them
off and keep them warm. This will help regulate their bodily functions and give them more energy to do
things on their own – like eat!
Do Not Feed Them: It is often thought that an orphaned animal must be hungry. However, it is important
that the animal is fully assessed before feeding. For example, if the kitten is not warm enough or strong
enough to eat, the food would not be properly digested and can cause more harm than good!
Bring Them to The Guelph Humane Society: As always, we are gladly here to help! We have trained
staff & foster volunteers dedicated to kittens.
WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP!
If you find any orphaned kittens, the best thing you can do to help is to keep them warm and dry until they
are brought into our care. (Which should be within 2-4 hours).
With the increased amount of kittens in our care, there are specific items we need. These include: KMR
(Kitten Milk Replacement), canned kitten food, weighing scales, pediatric thermometers, heating pads
without auto shut off, and monetary donation of any amount! Any of these items are greatly appreciated!
If you wish to provide further care for the kittens, consider becoming a Foster Volunteer! We have
numerous Foster Volunteer positions, some of which include caring for neonatal kittens, socializing young
pediatric kittens, or helping a nursing mom care for her kittens. If you want to learn more about our foster
program visit the Guelph Humane Society website at www.guelphhumane.ca.
There is always the Adoption Option! When the kittens are old enough to be on their own, they are ready
for adoption! In our care, they will be spayed/neutered, vaccinated, and microchipped.
KITTEN FUN FACTS!
Kittens open their eyes at about eight days old.
The first milk given to the kittens from their mom contains colostrum. This helps the kittens gain important
antibodies that help them fight off infections in their early life. This is why having their mother is so
important!
Last year, the Guelph Humane Society helped over 350 kittens!
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Summer Camp
OUR SUMMER CRITTER CAMP REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!
The Guelph Humane Society is offering Summer Critter Camp for children entering grades one to eight. The camp
will involve animal interaction time, animal crafts, games, an offsite trip and activities! Camp is hosted at the
Guelph Humane Society, which means spaces are limited.
Registration can be completed online at www.guelphhumane.ca or in person at the shelter!
Our Early Bird Rate ($225, plus tax) is available until April 30th, 2017. The regular rate ($250, plus tax) applies
after May 1st, 2017.
The camps are offered for children
entering GRADES ONE TO
FOUR during the weeks of:
July 3rd to 7th
July 17th to 21st
July 31st to August 4th
August 21st to 25th
The camps are offered for children
entering GRADES FIVE TO
EIGHT during the weeks of:
July 10th to 14th
July 24th to 28th
August 14th to 18th
August 28th to September 1st
REGISTER SOON, AS SPACES ARE FILLING UP FAST!
**There will be no camp during the week of August 7th to 11th**

What’s New?
NEW WEBSITE
This spring, the Guelph Humane Society will be launching our new
website! The new design is more user friendly, and will perform better on
mobile devices. Keep an eye on our current website or Facebook page for
updates on when the new website will be launched.
NEW HOURS
The Guelph Humane Society is excited to announce we will be adopting
expanded hours of operation, beginning April 1, 2017!
To better serve our community, our hours will be changed to the following:
Hours of Operations:
Monday
9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Tuesday
9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Thursday
9:00 am – 8:00 pm *NEW
Friday
9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Saturday
9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday
10:00 am – 3:30 pm *NEW

Animal Viewing Hours:
Monday
11:00 am – 5:30 pm
Tuesday
11:00 am – 5:30 pm
Wednesday 11:00 am – 5:30 pm
Thursday
11:00 am – 7:30 pm *NEW
Friday
11:00 am – 5:30 pm
Saturday
11:00 am – 4:30 pm
Sunday
11:00 am – 3:30 pm *NEW

Please note that we are closed from 9:00 am – 1:00pm on the last Wednesday of each month for staff training.
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Do You Know Your Cat?
The Guelph Humane Society receives over 250 lost reports each year for cats alone! A crucial component of filing
a lost report is to have an accurate description of your feline friend. What may look like tortoiseshell to you is
actually a torbie to the animal welfare world. Below are some of the most common patterns that we see at the
Guelph Humane Society. This may help you identify the correct terminology when describing your cat.
TABBY
One of the most common of patterns, which comes in a variety! Believe it or not, but a
tabby is not a breed of cat. The tabby pattern is created by 2 types of hair colour. The
hair that makes up the lighter “background” is called an agouti hair and there are
actually multiple colours in one strand of hair. The second hair colour is the darker
hairs that create the tabby pattern. The tabby pattern can occur in all coat colours such
as brown, grey, and orange and can be combined with other patterns as well. Some
common traits in all tabby cats are the dark stripes on their face (“pencil marks”) that
go from the eyes back along their face, and they have a dark “M” mark above their
eyes. The combination of these pencil marks and the “M” are known as the tabby
mask. Below are the variations of tabbies:
Striped: The cat has vertical stripes along its entire body, including the tail.
Blotched: The two colours of fur create a pattern of splotches and circles
rather than concise stripes.
Spotted: The darker colour appears as distinct spots across the body while on
the legs and tail there may still be stripes.
Orange Tabby
TORTIE
This refers to a coat with a consistent mix of black and orange. The name tortie comes
from “tortoiseshell” where the cat’s orange and black colors are roughly mixed in
together to create a tortoiseshell pattern. Torties have very little or no white on them.
If they do have white on them, the can be easily confused with a calico cat, however
Tortie
they would be correctly considered as a tortie with white.
Tortie cat markings are very similar to other color patterns. Easy ways to distinguish between
them are:
Dilute Tortie: A cat with these markings would be very similar in pattern as a tortie,
however as a “diluted” color. Meaning, the black color would be more of a grey, and the
orange color would be a lighter orange, or “buff” color.
Torbie: A cat with torbie markings is very often mislabeled as a tortie or a brown tabby,
based on the highly similar coloration patterns between the two. An easy way to
Dilute Tortie
distinguish a torbie is to think of it as a brown tabby, with orange colors mix in.
Calico: A cat with calico markings also has orange and black colors, however more
white than a tortie. There are clear borders between the colors, and they are not mixed
in together like the tortoiseshell pattern.
Dilute Calico: These are similar to a calico, however with the colors “diluted”. Meaning,
the black is more of a grey, the orange would be lighter, or “buff” color, and there would
still be clear borders between the different colors.
Calico

Cats come in all sorts of fun shapes, sizes and colors. Some more interesting
color/pattern variations are:
Tuxedo: This would refer to a mainly black cat, with
specific portions of white on its body. The white is mainly on their
stomach, chest, paws, and some of their face.
Tuxedo
Continues on Page 4

Dilute Calico
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Grey Tabby: Grey tabbies are very often easily confused with brown tabbies.
They are similar to a brown tabby, however instead of brown and black colors,
its grey with black or white mixed together. This grey can often look more of a
brown color when mixed with black.
Color Patterns, with White: This additional phrase to
the color pattern can get tricky. To be considered a “brown
tabby”, “grey tabby”, “torti”, etc., there would be no large
Grey Tabby
patches of white. However, when getting technical, if there
are large patches of white along with these color patterns, this is when we would
consider them a “with white” marking.
Color Pattern with White

What Pet Should I Get?
Whether it’s your first pet or your hundredth, the prospect of adopting a new family member can be VERY exciting!
With so many animals to choose from, how can you pick the right one? Here are 6 tips that hopefully, will help
you narrow down your search!
Tip #1: What kind of LIFESTYLE do you have?
You’re looking for a new best friend, but maybe you’re also hoping for a
jogging partner, or a couch potato to join you while you go on a moviewatching binge. It’s important to select a pet that (realistically) will fit your
lifestyle!
Tip #2: Are all FAMILY MEMBERS invested into the care of the pet?
You and your family members may have very different opinions of what the
“ideal pet” should be! It’s important to have a family meeting to discuss what is negotiable, and for all family
members meet the new addition prior to adopting!
Tip #3: How much TIME do you have?
Some pets will require a lot of time, whereas some are more independent. The age, species/breed,
and training they’ve received to date, medical and/or behavioural concerns should all be considered
when you’re looking for your new friend!
Tip #4: Where do you LIVE?
Some pets require more space (indoors AND outdoors!) than others. In addition to space, consider your immediate
surrounding area. If you reside in a unit with shared walls, adopting a vocal animal may cause a tenuous
relationship between you and your neighbours!
Tip #5: How much can you AFFORD for your new pet?
No pet is free, all require regular health checkups, shots & licensing depending on the
species. Your pet may require more of a financial investment than you thought! It is
important to do your research before getting any pet. Some dog breeds are more likely
to have long-term medical conditions than others, and anyone with an extra-large dog
will tell you that dog food costs can certainly build over time!
Tip #6: Can I COMMIT?
Where do you see yourself in 3-80+ years? The answer may very well determine which pet(s) you can take care
of! Some long-lived pets (macaws & turtles) may out- live their owners! No one can guarantee that your life will
not change, but if you suspect it could change in the near future it should be a consideration when choosing a pet
to adopt.
At the Guelph Humane Society you have the opportunity to meet with our Adoption Coordinator who can
help you with any of your questions or concerns. This meeting allows us to share everything you need to
know about your potential new family member, and to ensure it is a perfect match for your lifestyle.
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Happy Tails
VIVA
Viva was found as a stray by her previous owners 2 years ago. They cared for
her and gave her a loving home, and recently, it was with a heavy heart that
they needed to surrender her to the Guelph Humane Society.
As with all animals that come in our care, we did a comprehensive health exam
and scanned for a microchip. That’s when we discovered that Viva was
microchipped, which allowed us to find her original owners, who lost her 2 years
ago! A happy reunion as you can see, Viva still remembers her family!
When you find a pet, please don't assume that no one is searching for them. It
is important to contact your local humane society and/or animal control shelter
for assistance, in order to ensure the best opportunity for lost pets to be reunited
with their owner. It is also important for pet owners that have lost their pet to file
a lost report with their local humane society and/or animal control shelter. And
don’t forget to have your pet microchipped, which provides them with permanent
identification that can help them find their way home!
BUDDY
“We adopted Buddy in 2010. I will never ever find another dog like him
ever again. He loved piggy back rides, bouncing on the ice, loved Frisbee
and his squeaky toys. Everyone loved him. You could show him a trick
and he would remember it. He would fetch us the paper and bring it to us.
You would point go here, or there, and he would obey. Never went to the
washroom in the home. Buddy would also run and grab our bath towels if
he wasn't center of attention.
Later a cat came in off the fields
and so we rescued her, Jezabel we
called her. Buddy loved her and let
her sleep in his bed. He was soooo
giving and lovable. He was there
for me while I had undergone
chemo and had two thirds of my
liver removed along with the gallbladder. I am cancer free today but as soon
as I was better, Buddy said it was his time to go. He waited until I was all
better and wanted to make sure I would be ok before he left me. Shortly
after Buddy passed of cancer. This one really broke my heart, he was truly
the best of the best. I really miss him and hearing his paw prints.” – Susan Turner
BEAN
Bean who was adopted in January of 2017, is loving his new home! Alisa informs us that he
is the best little companion. He loves to explore and eat raspberries.
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Wildlife
OUR WILDLIFE COMMITTEE
Did you know that the Guelph Humane Society has a Wildlife Committee!? Our
Wildlife Committee is composed of staff members, who are dedicated to the care
and protection of the wildlife in our community. The Committee arranges for the
feeding, care, assessment and placement of any wildlife that find themselves at the
Guelph Humane Society. This could mean caring for an orphaned baby squirrel that
requires feeding every 2.5 hours! Or making arrangements for an injured Canada
Goose to be transported to a licensed wildlife rehabilitator somewhere in Ontario.
The Committee is also committed to continually improving our practices, equipment,
knowledge and our network of support for the wildlife in our community!
WILDLIFE VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
Our volunteers play a huge role in helping the wildlife that comes into our care.
Only wildlife centres that are authorized by the Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources to provide rehabilitation services can care for wildlife. The Guelph
Humane Society can only keep wildlife for 24-hours, before it has to transport
it to an authorized centre. It is thanks to our dedicated on-call wildlife volunteer
drivers, that we can meet these requirements and get the critters to their
destination. They drive as close as Rockwood, and as far as Peterborough,
all to help an animal in need. These volunteers play a vital role in saving our
wildlife friends. Because of them these animals can reach their temporary
home, where they can thrive and eventually be released back into the wild. If
you would like to play a role in saving wildlife by driving them to one of the
amazing rehabilitation centres we work with, please call us today at 519-824-3091 or email our Volunteer
Coordinator at volunteer@guelphhumane.ca!
NOT ONLY IS KITTEN SEASON, BUT WILDLIFE SEASON AS WELL!
Springtime is the season of all things cute and fuzzy, including baby wildlife! They can look so small and
defenseless, so it’s natural to want to help them when you see them on their own. However, this can lead to lots
of baby animals mistakenly being captured and brought in by well-meaning individuals. For a baby animal, its best
chance of survival is with the mother, so it’s important not to take babies away from their mother accidentally!
Unlike cats and dogs, many baby animals become independent at a very young age! Birds can fledge as early as
10 days and baby rabbits are still tiny when they leave their nest! If a baby animal is furry, has its eyes open, is
mobile and able to move about easily, and shows a fear of humans than it is most likely able to care for itself. If
you find a baby animal that you think might need help, please call the Guelph Humane Society at 519-824-3091.
We will be able to guide you towards the right course of action and determine whether or not the animal needs
assistance.
HELP! THERE IS WILDLIFE IN MY HOUSE! WHO DO I CALL!?
Every year, we receive calls regarding unwelcome wildlife in people’s homes – a
raccoon in the attic or a squirrel in the chimney. They’ve made your home their new
home, something that many home owners do not appreciate. At the Guelph Humane
Society, we focus our resources on helping wildlife that are sick, injured, orphaned, or
in distressed. If you have healthy wildlife cohabiting with you, then you will need to call
our friends at Skedaddle Humane Wildlife Control. They specialize in keeping
unwanted critters out of your home. You can contact Skedaddle Humane Wildlife
Control Services by phone at 1-888-592-0387. You can also find them online at
www.skedaddlewildlife.com, where they have lots of great information!
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Volunteer Spotlight
BIG GOALS, SMALL NUMBER OF STAFF - VOLUNTEERS MAKE IT POSSIBLE!
Ever wonder how we care for nearly 3000 animals each year? How our cats receive undivided attention each
day? How our bunnies get to blink about outside of their enclosures? How our dogs get to enjoy a minimum of 5
outdoor adventures every day? How the abandoned baby squirrel is transferred to a wildlife rehabilitation centre?
We have big goals and with a small number of staff, who also give their time outside of their regular work days,
it's not nearly enough. It's the over 200+ volunteers that make it possible!
Madison Oakley is one of those people.
Madison joined our Volunteer Team in 2015 as a university
student, wanting to give back to the community. Since her
start, she has done so much for the staff and animals of the
GHS and we can't thank her enough! Madison has spent time
with many of our dogs and cats, she has even fostered for us
but the one thing we can't thank her enough for, is her time as
a Wildlife Rescue Driver.
It's gearing up to springtime and that means ‘kitten season’
and ‘wildlife season’! Soon the Guelph Humane Society will be
taking in sick, injured or orphaned wildlife daily. Proven to be
our busiest season, we’ll be sending out daily requests to have
those animals transferred to wildlife rehabilitation centres
across Ontario. Sometimes it's a fawn that needs to go to
Pusclinch or sometimes it's a baby skunk needing to go to
Jarvis and other times, it's a snapping turtle that needs to go
to Peterborough.
Madison Oakley will be responding to some of those requests.
Although we say thank you daily to all our Volunteers, we
would like to say a special thanks this time to Madison, for
being there on so many occasions when we needed you the
most! So….. Thank You!
Interested in giving the gift of time? Consider being a
Wildlife Rescue Driver! A vital role for the sick, injured or
orphaned wildlife that enter our doors each year, Wildlife
Rescue Drivers are crucial in transporting animals to and from the different accredited rehabilitation centres!
There is no set time commitment with volunteer driving, aside from a minimum 4 month commitment. When an
animal is in need and the GHS needs a driver, an email will be sent out to
everyone on the list. This is a quick way for us to get in touch with a mass of
people instead of calling one by one, although if phone calls are the preferred
method of contact, we can certainly make those calls happen!
To get involved as a Wildlife Rescue Driver, contact our Volunteer Coordinator
today at volunteer@guelphhumane.ca
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Upcoming Events & Programs
WALK & WHINE – “A TOAST FOR TAILS”
Saturday, May 27th 2017
Our Annual Walk & Whine is our largest fundraising
event of the year! A prestigious event of exclusive
tastings such as wines, crafts beers and spirits. Guests
have the opportunity to try Downtown Guelph’s best
venues in this one-of-a-kind event.
Visit www.guelphhumane.ca to get your tickets today!
GHS GARAGE SALE
Saturday, June 17th 2017
Mark your calendars for the Guelph Humane Society bi-annual Garage sale.
Come down for a visit as you may find some hidden treasure! You can also support by
donating your new or gently used items.
WIGGLE WAGGLE WALK-A-THON & FUN RUN
Sunday, September 30th 2017
The Wiggle Waggle Walk-a-Thon is a fun filled day for our two- and four-legged
supporters! Attendees are encouraged to bring the whole family out to this event,
including their canine friends. Participants collect pledges in support of their fun walk or
run, and celebrate with contests, prizes, vendors and more!

Wish list
Spring is in the air, and that means it’s our busiest time of the year for kittens and wildlife. With all our new furry
friends that will be coming into our care, we will need the below donated items:
Gift cards from any pet store, hardware
Snuggle safe microwavable
store, department store, or gas cards
heating pads
Unflavored pedilyte
Heating pads with no auto
Pet pal tanks
shut off
Kitten milk replacer (KMR)
Plastic tweezers
Canned kitten food
Soft training treats
Pediatric thermometer
Monetary donation of any
Rubbermaid bins
amount

Thank You to Our Sponsors!

Communications & Events Coordinator:
Kelly Robison
krobison@guelphhumane.ca
Executive Director: Adrienne McBride
Ed@guelphhumane.ca

Guelph Humane Society
500 Wellington St W P.O. Box 684
Guelph ON N1H 1L5
519-824-3091
Website: www.guelphhumane.ca

To receive an Electronic copy of the
GHS Newsletter email
krobison@guelphhumane.ca
Facebook @Guelph Humane
Society
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